Sl | § bt bl yo ddino ool ol il e
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com. Iy Human and Community Studies Journal

Studies Journal HCST

; ; @
el | § oy bouie | il 30 dudg
Human and Community Studies Journal

HCSI

el | § ¢)luieidl| wailondl g0 el

b by99 el S0 ‘el drdand
| gl § G el | § g0 G| = 0

2017 suibind JI aadl

1 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 AL gina bl (3 5in
2017 <zl g Glusd¥) il 5o Al



Sl | § bt bl yo ddino cal 9 ol kel e .Y
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly Huma s Journal
Studies Journal

HCST

poimlls GLud¥l Sl Eome
aslall g 9,89 =¥ lma A3 § il oluslyolll iy yakies 39
: eyt e Laao ¥l 2Lyl
Sty g Ergmal) 2anllg pslall 35,0

5 A8La1 Byl 399 Al cslatall g osle gaall 5,50 ysoka 5)y8 cuomgs
#2016 &l (12) 0 ! aizel

aeizxlly OLud¥l Slalys dlomo yoyomd iy psols : DLy L | A5 o 65
Slalyudl g Sigzmdld 4idilly polall 380

e- mail: info.hcsj@gmail.com

www.stc-rs.com.ly

00218919677499 - 00218913545302

2 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 i giae gkl (3 sia
2017 pcinall 5 st il o Al


mailto:info.hcsj@gmail.com
http://www.stc-rs.com.ly/
http://www.stc-rs.com.ly/

Sl | § bt bl yo ddino ,“M,“m“ .Y
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly Hum ity Stdies Jow

. /I J
Studies Journal e

il A
& cla jurall daalf .3
e boca 2

gl st LEIC) unsigh e 3
saall Alga — AET Cunlagy Arals (e

Jusiy alhll saall ae
- Ay ylga Jaghedi — puialaa

Ladad) cbafjall Jadaiil) agaall

dndy daaa jadd).

Ol O gilal) Al

gl pl) (2 g
il glzall ek{’m

3 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 i giae gkl (3 sia
2017 pcinall 5 st il o Al



Sl | § bt bl yo ddino gl g ity e Y
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly Humen ani Communy Sivbes Joarnel

°
. HCST
Studies Journal .

: pealiaall g Cluady) Alaay pddl) a0) 68

c oy B ol 43S cdile gungag ill Aadkal) cluhally Gugad) HlSE ALl L]
Aalall Slubpally Erpadl L 5 Lgdde Caylaial) aclgal) (385 ¢ alall gial) Al .2

Sslain Y opallly (adle pe (Aadad) ol Aujall) luball ol Gigadl L€ A1 L3
. €250

Al Gladia (e daia 15 Al o Gl Ciladia jola V) a4

paa dupall 4201 (Sakkal Majalla) = MS WORD  pagaill ) jaa aladiul 5
- 12 Ll aas 43lay) 430l (Times New Roman) 5 <14 Laall

On Ailadlly ¢ (el Jauds Sl 2.5 ¢ e 3.5 ) clakall Giddsa 055 .6
115 sk

cluyall 4l aglall S50 alsas mainge 58 LS Aaally piil) Jag i NI .7
-Gagally

Baaadl) uelpal) b Alaall i) o3 akanl) Qe AW Zadll Js) -8

5o palls s Ve Lgslaal sy e V) dlaall o3a (3 s ) oY) 3 Y L9

Al s dia ki dgas

o gl Balels any Vs (Auilly askell Sl Aligiae ailly gkl 3sas .10
iy o) IS8 b Al (e 3a 8]

4 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 i giae gkl (3 sia
2017 pcinall 5 st il o Al



Soanipl ! § sl Gl 53 o Ml; g‘-u!l ul-ba oo .Y
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly T

. HCSJ
Studies Journal e

: aaad) dalS

Zoon g o Al Hlall 13 Jragy o) A ) g 2017 alad) By ae
3sa sl (A aainall g i) il o Alae U A8 & glall 3S e a6l 5
dapnia el B el )y a1 calall ALYy Saail) gad Baaa 5 kel
aads B8 ) 2 gai Ja) (S dama ik 8 e Jlae 34
- elaall 5 agadl (e 2 al Ul

Ly S pall a8 aaiaall 5 sV pads ) il all dgs o5 Apealy L ) ) gas
JsY) a2l lacaly Jiias o b 5 dale 5 4 a5 40 5308 Cilel yal (e a3l
sl Jla | A

Ll Cadigall 5 Clandl IS (e oLl Sl 5 5 ) giiall g (gl 15 acall s

Sy

SRR (s

5 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 i giae gkl (3 sia
2017 pcinall 5 st il o Al



Soanipl ! § sl Gl 53 o padall g ol iy adpe ?
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly Human and Communiy Sudies Jowrmal |
. HCST
Studies Journal
Gl giaal) Jgaa

P ool da
B oo e il s gl Alsay il e B
U el dal<
7 e <l Al Basa e Ay oY) il sheal) alas il sae
3L Ll ol 8 5abal) s L gganill Y
B s JASEY 3t o il 5 (g S Jd) Gl
83 s (Abll 3 jleall ) o jaall 3 jles

The Use of Students' Mother Tongue in Teaching English as a Foreign
LANQUAGE ..eeeeerriis e e et ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e 104

6 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 i giae gkl (3 sia
2017 pcinall 5 st il o Al



Soanipl ! § sl Gl 53 o Ml ' ,«..m uut,a idao \'Y
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly Hum s Journal

. HCSJ
Studies Journal “

<l I AN Baga Ao Ay lay) cila glaal) alii 50 s

bl — oLyl Aalall 3,0 e Aguda Ll

b Olasy o)yl L | B 5 Sle o~ Jralae)
. il

Basa de Ay Clesleall alin 550 (Gas gange duhall sda gl

ST S Auhal) Aie Copatl L allhl — eLygSll dalall ASall )yl
s AGAll Slesledl 53] b Tla Leiall 400Y) @lagledl) alas o0
Caagd Cus . lgeadiiaa anlidl Aoyl d8al AU Glaslaally calill)
geiall Auhall sl aily LASAIL AylaY) Glesleall alai adly Al
il o€l Gl bl e lal @iy ¢ @lpatiall bl Ll deasl)
BalS L) allaw e adel i el culad) Wl o gkl U
alall b aladnuly ¢ ddlpde due DA ey - Slosbeall peal Lo
L) deasill o3 Gl bl 5l (e cdalatl) 8 dibiaal) dslasy) Gkl
Shsh AlE SISy A1) Glagleall U oggher Aijee A8 o Auball s2a B
Aads by polaiy mpaal (B gacadiall il uaially galadl uaisl)
G SY Slaasill e dlas ) Auhall cgnl @y e Lalsy - clasledll
el aladnu) dueal ulalad) aiiis Ao e daall Sjon lelans
) Aoyl Sleglaally Loyl cilysally alaa¥) )5 5 Sl Gilaslaall

Abstract:

The study examined the subject the impact of administrative

information systems on the quality of the decisions of the General
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Electricity Company - Tripoli, The of the study was limited in
the declining role of administrative information systems which is
currently used in the management of company’s information, in
the supply of the data and information need precisely and quickly
and appropriate to the customers, where this study aim to oversee
the reality of administrative information systems of the company
and then we followed the Analytical descriptive curriculum to
study the variables and by following the style of librarian search
for the Theoretical framework, and the practical side we used
guestionnaires as a principal tool to collect information Through a
random sample and by using the scientific procedures and
statistical methods in Analysis, and the main results that we have
reached in this study is the lack of knowledge by the concept of
administrative information systems and the lack of specialized
Material element and the human element in design and
development of information technology systems and based on that
the study ended to some recommendations we entirely state the
need to raise awareness and rationalizing personnel by the
importance of using information systems and the need to care by

the training courses and the modern information systems.
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Development impact of Foreign Direct Investment in Developing
Countries
Abstract:

This paper aims to analysis the development impact of foreign direct
investment (FDI) in developing countries for the period from 1970 to
2005. In general, this paper tries to find an answer to the following
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question: Does FDI affect in the economic growth alone or does it
depend on some condition should be available in the host country?

By applying generalized method of moments panel data technique
(GMM), the paper finds that FDI has, in general, a positive growth
impact, but the magnitude of this effect depends on the host country
conditions.

Keywords: Foreign direct investment; Absorptive capacity; Economic
growth; Sustainable economy; GMM Panel data framework;
Developing countries.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lagged -0.25%* - - -0.36** | -0.29** | -0.36* | -0.54*
Growth (0.029) | 0.34*= | 0.42%** | (0.012) | (0.030) | (0.003) | (0.008)
(0.023) | (0.095)
LFDI 0.01*** | -2.38 3.58 -1.26 -2.08 -1.85 -9.21
(0.059) | (0.501) | (0.940) | (0.741) | (0.233) | (0.868) | (0.860)
LHC 0.57** | 0.45** | 0.76** | 0.14** | 0.64** | 0.34** | 0.08***
(0.017) | (0.018) | (0.020) | (0-045) | (0.043) | (0.030) | (0.089)
LGS -0.17** - - - - - -0.48%*
(0.040) | 0.08** | 0.36*** | 0.61*** | 0.99*** | 0.22*** | (0.036)
(0.049) | (0.057) | (0.075) | (0.055) | (0.056)
L(1+BMP) -0.03%* - -0.12** | -0.05 | -0.05** | -0.16** | -0.14
(0.041) | 0.16** | (0.047) | (0-823) | (0.040) | (0.022) | (0.764)
(0.026)
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Africa -0.04** | - - -0.47%* | -0.31** | -0.21 | -0.37**
(0.048) | 0.41** | 0.21*** | (0.040) | (0.021) | (0.706) | (0.048)
(0.043) | (0.052)
Latin -0.02%* - -0.45%* | -0.31 | -0.15%* | -0.22 | -0.34%*
(0.012) | 0.09** | (0.031) | (0.516) | (0.018) | (0.711) | (0.019)
(0.040)
LFDI*LHC 0.74%%
(0.013)
LTG _
0.99%**
(0.075)
LFDI*LTG -0.42%*
(0.010)
LIFR 0.37**
(0.026)
LFDI*LIFR 0.39**
(0.026)
LMS 0.28**
(0.039)
LFDI*LMS 0.67%*
(0.030)
LDOP 0.14%%
(0.031)
LFDI*LDOP 0.48%*
(0.040)
LEFW 0.49%%
(0.014)
LFDI*LEFW 5.53%*
(0.019)
L(I+IFL) _
0.26***
(0.071)
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constant 3.52%% | 4.17* | -1.14** | 3.54** | 1.59%* | 2.63** | 1.26***
(0.047) | (0.000) | (0.010) | (0-018) | (0.046) | (0.034) | (0.063)
Threshold 3.21 8.52 3.23 3.10 3.85 1.66
Value
No. 126 130 130 130 130 130 124
Observations
No. 19 19 19 19 19 19 19
Instrument
variables
P-Arellano- 0.245 | 0.462 | 0.137 0.481 0.304 0.537 0.135
Bond test for
AR(2) in first
diff.
P-Hansentest | 0.159 | 0.076 | 0.187 0.145 0.157 0.101 0.279
of over id.
restrictions
P-Sargan test 0.193 0.241 0.235 0.173 0.221 0.138 0.363
of over id.
restrictions

P-values reported in parentheses. The system includes a time dummy
variable for each five-year period to account for period-specific effects.
*, ** *%% denote significance at 1%, 5%, and 10%, respectively.
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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the role of intellectual capital in
achieving innovation by identifying the nature of the relationship
between intellectual capital and innovation to factory refining oil
refinery Azwia as one of the Libyan sources of income as well as
access to some of the recommendations and proposals.This study is
based on descriptive and analytical approach, and through the
distribution of a questionnaire to employees in refining oil factory
refinery Azwia, were analyzed 87 forms. SPSS software was used for
data analysis. The study found that the variation in the innovation of
variables ratio (intellectual capital application, the importance of
intellectual capital) is considered good (R? = 0.849) which showed that
84% of the variation in innovation is through two dimensions which
have been measured. However, the effect of variable intellectual capital
application as well as the importance of intellectual capital were as
follows importance of intellectual capital (Beta = 0.29), a high
percentage contribution of influence on innovation variable while the
variable intellectual capital application (Beta = 0.15) an acceptable ratio
its impact on innovation variable.
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1. Abstract:

considered as one of the most important environmental element, which
is rely forarchitecture of the mud Architecture of the mud
establishment collection from human institutions in the desert of
Libya , mud architecture was fit perfect with palm oases and water
which helped for formation of the environment for different generations
living there. in this search we try condensation on the extent of the
natural environment and social with this kind of this architecture
which can work with similar places have the same weather by
collecting the information from local skills and the discovery of
construction techniques and what they use for solving the problems that
can face these local communities , and how they can keep the stability
of life in the middle of the desert.
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The Use of Students' Mother Tongue in Teaching English
as a Foreign Language

Ahmed Abdussalam Mabrouk Eswei
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Sabratha — Libya
eswei0077@gmail.com

Abstract:

In this study, the researcher endeavored to explore the students'
perception towards the use of students' first language in teaching English
as a foreign language. It aimed to identify what are the advantages and
disadvantages of using students’ first language in teaching English as
foreign language based on students’ perspective. The researcher used
quantitative investigation method which is used the descriptive and
analytic method for data collection and analysis. The sample of 50
students participated in this study. The questionnaire of students'
perception was used for data collection. The questionnaire is prepared to
collect data about the value of using the first language. The analysis of
questionnaire's response showed that majority of students would not like
their teachers to use the first language in teaching English. The reason is
that they thought using first language in teaching English will not help
them to learn the English language especially speaking and listening
skills. Finally the paper concluded with some recommendation.

Key words: First language acquisition, Teaching English, Foreign
language.

1.  Introduction

As an international language, English has become a major element of
the education system in most countries in the world. In some countries
English becomes a spoken as the native language whereas in others
English is only a foreign language. The use of English as an
internationally has increased during recent years. In Libya, learning
English is required at all levels of education, from primary to
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university. The English curriculum has been developed during the last
few years to consider the needs learning styles, and difference
intelligence of the students.

This study deals with an important issue of teaching English as a
foreign language; that is related to teachers' use of the students' first
language as a teaching language instruction. It is important to
investigate this topic because there are some people who believe that it
is not good for teachers to use the learners' first language when they
teach a second language because students will not sufficiently separate
the structures and idioms of their first language from the one they are
learning.

Review of Literature

2.1. First language and second language acquisition

Many studies have focussed on first language and second language
acquisition, and the subject has been of great interest to linguists. First
language acquisition starts at a very early age with satisfactory results
manifesting in a few years. Second language learning, however, is more
complicated and many elements are involved (Cook, 2001). Acquiring
a first language starts in a child’s early ages and has various stages, as
mentioned by Yule (1996). The language of children around the world
develops at approximately the same age. With the development of their
brains, children interact with their initial surroundings and certain
linguistic knowledge enters their mind from time to time. They
gradually learn basic language regularities at different ages.

Children pass through several stages: “caretaker speech”, “pre-language
stages”, “the one-word” or “holophrastic stage”, “the two-word stage”,

“telegraphic speech”, “overgeneralization” and “overextension” (Yule,
1996: 177). They master the fundamental part of their mother tongue by
approximately the age of five. Indeed, they acquire a complex language
system at an amazing speed. Second language learners have to
overcome the affection filter, acquisition barriers, and negative transfer
of their mother tongue when learning. They should engage in foreigner
talk, negotiated input, etc. This will hopefully result in applied

2 <e
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linguistics and communicative competence. Central to the process is the
second language learner’s interlanguage.

Furthermore, it was clear that “the first language helps learners when it
has elements in common with second language and hinders them when
they differ...So our beliefs about how children learn their first language
cannot be automatically transferred to a second language; some may
work, some may not” (Cook, 2001: 14). Children learn their mother
tongue with high motivation. Native language is necessary to interact
with other people around them. So it can be said that L1 learners have
strong motivation throughout the stages they pass whilst acquiring their
mother tongue. However, the motivation of L2 learners varies at
different stages depending on their own personal motivation. The
learner will have the best chance of overcoming difficulties if they try
to communicate in L2. In the author’s opinion, second language
learners face more difficulties than first language learners when
acquiring a language because their mother tongue and the second
language are not the same; the first language is learnt automatically,
whereas the second language is not (Ellis, 1997). To sum up the
relationship between the advantage and disadvantage of using mother
tongue in the English classroom and First language and second
language acquisition is that to help us to know how the learners can
acquire the language and what the difficulties that faced the learners
and what the benefits are.

2.2 . Using L1 in the English classroom

It is still not debatable whether or not the teacher should use the first
language of learners in the classroom. Some linguists, such as Atkinson
(1999), suggest that L1 should be used more in the L2 classroom, while
others, such as Ellis (1984), believe that the target language should be
used more than the first language. Teachers and students who use the
first language most of the time feel that they are doing something
wrong. Phillipson (1992: 187) found that those caught using first
language were often punished or shamed for doing something wrong.
Those who argue against using first language state that it does not
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encourage students to learn the second language. They also state that
students do not get to hear the second language as much as they could if
the teacher uses L1 (Prodromou, 2002 & Ellis, 1984). Students will not
try to understand the meaning of a particular context and will wait for
the teacher to translate the meaning of new words instead. This makes
learners feel that they cannot understand the input of the target
language until it is translated into their L1 (Atkinson, 1987).

Some researchers think that the more experience of the second
language students gain, the more input they will get, and so this
benefits their second language. However, the suitable use of L1 does
facilitate a student’s learning, rather than interfere with it. If the
structures of the two languages are distinctly different, then one could
expect a relatively high frequency of errors to occur in second
language, thus indicating an interference of first language on second
language (Ellis, 1997). Moreover, Cook (2001) mentions that over the
last century, the use of the first language has been mostly forbidden in
second language teaching classes. At most, first language use is
completely forbidden, and at least its use is minimized in second
language classes. However, Cook (2001) advocates a more positive
view, namely maximizing L2 use. He states that as L1 is always present
in the user’s mind it would be artificial, and sometimes unsuccessful, to
avoid its use completely.

There are some occasions when the first language should be used in the
classroom, such as when giving instructions or when helping the class
to express and check the comprehension of lexical or grammatical
forms and meanings. It may be difficult to do this without using first
language, and it saves time that might be wasted trying to enforce a rule
of first language prohibition. Auerbach (1993: 1) mention that the “use
of students’ linguistic resources can be beneficial at all levels of ESL.”
it is important for teachers to understand the process by which a second
language should be taught, using the first language as support in order
to ensure understanding and learning (Dixon et al., 2012).Furthermore,
Auerbach (1993) suggests the following possible instance for using the
mother tongue: negotiation of the syllabus and the lesson; record
keeping; classroom management; scene setting; language analysis;
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presentation of rules governing grammar, phonology, morphology, and
spelling; discussion of cross-cultural issues; instructions or prompts;
explanation of errors; and assessment of comprehension.
Some researchers point out that there are benefits in using the first
language of students in the English classroom. Auerbach (1993) argues
that it decreases learners’ worries, and through the author’s experience
of teaching English he has found that Libyan students prefer lessons to
be explained in the Arabic language as it makes them feel more
comfortable in the classroom. Burchinal, Fiel, Lopez, Howees & Pianta
(2012) established the importance of the use of the first language in the
second language classroom. Others have found that it creates a more
relaxing learning environment (Burden, 2000). It facilitates the task of
explaining the meaning of abstract words and introduces the main
differences between L1 and L2 in terms of grammar and pronunciation
(Buckmaster, 2000). In addition, it helps the teacher to check if the
students understand or not, and helps them to give instructions to their
students (Atkinson, 1987).

Although it can be said that use of the first language is important, the
second language must be used as much as possible in the classroom and
the first language should only be used if necessary to help students
practise the second language. This is because most will only use
English in the classroom and when out of class they will use their first
language. The author supports the use of the second language in the
class most of the time. One can conclude that the relationship between
using L1 in the English classroom, and advantages and disadvantages
of using the mother tongue is that we need to know what benefits we
can get, and/or if it encourages teachers and students to incorporate in
learning and teaching process.

3. Methodology

Quantitative investigation method which is used the descriptive and
analytic for data collection and analysis. This research aims to identify
the advantages and disadvantages of using students’ L1 in teaching
English as a foreign language in Libyan secondary schools. The present
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study used a questionnaire as an instrument for data collection in order
to answer 10 questions. The sample of fifty students participated in this
study. The questionnaire is defined by Bell and Harris (1994: 64) as “a
collection of written questions which are generally answered in the
absence of the person who is collecting the information.” Also, Dornyei
states: “the main attraction of questionnaires is their unprecedented
efficiency in terms of (a) researcher time, (b) researcher effort, and (c)
financial resources” (2003, p.9).

In this study, the researcher tried to investigate what are the advantages
and disadvantages of using students' mother tongue when teaching
English as a foreign language in Libyan secondary schools in the
opinion of ELF teachers and students.

4. Data Presentation and Discussion

4.1. Data Presentation

In conducting this research by questionnaire, an amount of data was
collected. This has been analysed in order to provide appropriate
answers to the question of this research. Fifty questionnaires (97%
response rate) were collected from the respondents. The main findings
from the questionnaires will be presented separately for each question
by means of a graph and tables, and a brief description provided for
each.
4.1. Students’ questionnaire

The main findings from the questionnaire will be presented with each
question being illustrated by means of a graph.

1. Should Arabic be used in the classroom?

50
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10
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yes no

Number of responses

Figure 1: Using Arabic in the classroom

109 Copyright © HCSJ 2017 i giae gkl (3 sia
2017 pcinall 5 st il o Al



Soanipl) § Gl Gty o s g ol iy i i
Human and Community www.stc-rs.com.ly Hiont s dournal

. HCST
Studies Journal .

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether
Arabic should be used in the classroom: (n=15)30% of the students said
‘yes’, and (n=35) 70% of them said ‘no’.

2. Do you like your teacher to use Arabic in the classroom?

50

45
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35

20

25

20 A

Number of students

15 4

10 4

2 1 1

notatall a little sometimes a lot

Number of responses

Figure 2: Use of Arabic by the teacher in the classroom

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether the

students like their teachers to use Arabic in the classroom or not: (n =

30) 60% of the students chose ‘not at all’, while (n = 4) 8% of them

said ‘a little’. Also, (n = 10) 20% of them chose ‘sometimes’, while (n

=6) 12% of them chose ‘a lot’.

3. Is it necessary to use Arabic in the English class to help define
new vocabulary?
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Figure 3: Using Arabic to define new vocabulary

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether it is
necessary to use Arabic in the English class to help define new
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vocabulary: (n = 23) 46 % of the students said ‘yes’, and (n = 27) 54%

of them said ‘no’.

4. Is it necessary to use Arabic in the English class to explain
complex grammar?
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Figure 4: Using Arabic to explain complex grammar

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether it is
necessary to use Arabic in the English class to explain complex
grammar: (n = 17) 34% of the learners said ‘yes’, and (n = 33) 66% of
them said ‘no’.

5. Is it necessary to use Arabic in the English classroom to give
instructions?
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Figure 5: Using Arabic to give instructions

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether it is
necessary to use Arabic in the English classroom to give instructions:
(n =10) 20% of the students said ‘yes’, and (n = 40) 80% of them said

3 b

no-.
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6. Is it necessary to use Arabic in the English class to explain
difficult concepts or ideas?
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Figure 6: Using Arabic to explain difficult concepts or ideas

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether it is

necessary to use Arabic in the English class to explain difficult

concepts or ideas: (n = 23) 46% of the students said ‘yes’, and (n = 27)

54% of them said ‘no’.

7. Do you think using Arabic in the classroom does not help to feel
comfortable and less stressed?
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Figure 7: Using Arabic to help students feel comfortable and less stressed

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether using
Arabic in the classroom helps students to feel comfortable and less
stressed: (n =32) 64% of the students said ‘sometimes’, while (n = 8)
16% of them said ‘often’. Also, (n = 10) 20% of them said ‘always’,
whereas none of the students said using Arabic ‘never’ helps them to
feel comfortable and less stressed.
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8. Do you think using the first language does not help to improve
listening skills?
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Figure 8: Using the first language helps learners to improve their listening
skills
The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether using
the first language does not help learners to learn English: (n = 40) 80%
of the students said ‘yes’, and (n = 10) 20% of them said ‘no’.
9. Do you think using the first language does not help to pronounce
words correctly?
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Figure 9: Using the first language helps learners to pronounce words correctly

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether using
the first language does not help learners to pronounce the words
correctly: (n = 40) 80% of the students said ‘yes’, and (n = 10) 20% of
them said ‘no’.
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10. Do you think using the first language does not help to improve
English speaking?

50
45

40

35
30

25
20

Number of students

15
10

5

yes no

Number of responses

Figure 10: Using the first language help learners to improve their English
speaking

The graph above shows the results of the question asking whether using
the first language does not help learners to improve their English
speaking: (n = 35) 70% of the learners said ‘yes’, and (n = 15) 30% said
‘no’.

4.2. Discussion

This part discusses the main findings of the questionnaire, distributed to
fifty students. This data will be discussed for the purpose of answering
the research question. The first point concerns the finding that 30% of
students said that Arabic should be used in the classroom. These
students were in line with Cook (2001) who says the use of the first
language has been mostly forbidden in second language teaching
classes. However, (Atkinson, 1987) thought that it helps the teacher to
check if the students understand or not, and helps them to give
instructions to their students. Therefore, the reason behind this
response is related to the students’ level of English who cannot
understand the lesson if the teacher uses the second language.
Moreover they are less motivation to learn the second language and
commonly English by using the first language in the classroom.

70% of the respondents, however, said that Arabic should not be used
in the English classroom. Using students’ first language creates a more
relaxing learning environment (Burden, 2000). The researcher
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concluded that those learners are strongly motivated to learn the second
language. “Obviously, the motivation to learn is important” (Yule,
1996:159). Moreover, these students seemed to be at a higher level of
English because they can understand the whole lesson when their
teacher conducts it using the second language.

The second main point shows 60% of the students do not like their
teachers to use Arabic in the English classroom. This indicated that
these students are aware that using only English in the classroom will
help them to communicate and improve their listening skills. Because
they are also motivated to learn the second language, they enjoy it
when their teacher uses English in the class. This response deals with
Moon (2000) who said that if the students enjoy the lessons they will be
attracted to learning and be better motivated. Consequently they will be
more involved in doing the work and this will help the learning process.
20% of the students like their teachers to use the first language
sometimes and 8% like them to use it a little. The researcher thought
that this would be because they have sometimes not understood some
words or some difficult grammar point when their teacher used the
target language. However, 12% of the students like their teachers to use
a lot of Arabic in English classes because the second language is just
one of the subjects that they study in school and their objective is just to
pass the exam, not to learn the language itself.

The third important point based on questions 3 and 6, which ask
whether or not it is necessary to use Arabic in English classroom to
define some new vocabulary or to explain difficult concepts or ideas.
Atkinson and Schweers (1999), suggest that L1 should be used more in
the L2 classroom. The findings show that 46% of students think that it
IS necessary to use Arabic in an English class to help them define some
new vocabulary and to explain difficult concepts. The researcher
thought that those students have a poor level of English and are not
strongly motivated. They may also not always like using a second
language. The findings also show that the majority, 54%, of students
believe that it is not necessary to use Arabic in English class to help
them in defining some new vocabulary and to explain difficult concepts
or ideas. This indicated that those students represent those at a more
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advanced level and they can understand the entire lesson without
reverting to their first language.

Moreover they recognize the benefit of using English instead of
Arabic.

Another important finding focuses whether or not it is necessary to use
Arabic in English classes to explain complex grammar, shows that 66%
of the students think that it is not necessary. This means that those
students can understand the rules of the grammar without translate into
Arabic. The findings also show that a minority, 34%, of them believe
that it is necessary to use Arabic to explain complex grammar. | think
those students like Arabic to be used to explain the complex grammar
because they have difficulty understanding rules that are different from
those that apply to Arabic. From this writer’s experience of teaching
English language he notes that Libyan students have problems learning
grammar. They feel that learning grammar is difficult because they
cannot understand it easily even when the teacher explains it in Arabic.

The main finding of the next question 5 which is about using Arabic to
give instruction shows that 80% of the learners say it is not necessary to
use Arabic in English lessons to give instructions. Giving instructions
in English can help the students to improve their listening, especially if
the teacher initially repeats the instruction in the second language. After
a few lessons the students will be more aware of what the teacher is
saying and gradually they will understand the instruction in English
throughout their period of study. This finding was in line with the
statement that students do not get to hear the second language as much
as they could if the teacher uses L1 (Prodromou, 2002; Ellis, 1984,
cited in Hawks, 2001).

20% of students would prefer the teachers using Arabic to give
instructions in English classroom. Again, this seems to me to represent
the minority of students who do not have a good level of English and
who cannot understand what the teacher says in English. Therefore,
they prefer their teacher using Arabic to give instruction in English
classroom. Using key words in Arabic can help the students to increase
their understanding. Cook (2001) advocates a more positive view,
namely maximizing L2 use. He states that as L1 is always presented in
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the user’s mind it would be artificial, and sometimes unsuccessful, to
avoid its use completely.

The findings also confirmed that 64% of the students sometimes feel
comfortable and less stressed when their teachers use the first language
whereas 20% of the students said they always feel comfortable. The
rest, 16%, mention that they often feel comfortable and less stressed by
using Arabic rather than English. The researcher thought that most of
the students feel comfortable and less stressed when the teacher uses
Arabic because sometimes they find it hard to understand some new
vocabulary and they feel more relaxed when their teacher explains in
Arabic.

The majority of students did, however, want the teacher to use L1 as a
means of relaxing them (Burden, 2000: 8).

The finding revealed also that using the first language to improve
listening skills and pronunciation is that 80% of the students say that
using the first language does not help them to improve their listening
skills and it will not help them to pronounce the new words correctly.
This makes learners feel that they cannot understand the input of the
target language until it is translated into their L1 (Atkinson, 1987). It
could be said that only by listening to the English language will the
learners understand what the teacher said. But if the teacher uses
Arabic in the classroom the students will not focus on what he or she
says in English because they are sure the teacher will translate the
instruction and guidance given in the lesson into Arabic, and that will
not aid their listening and speaking skills. The rest, 20%, of the
respondents think that using the first language does not give significant
effect on their listening skill and pronunciation. The researcher thought
that those students are learning the language because it is a compulsory
subject and their purpose is just to pass the exam.

The last important finding from question 10 about improving speaking
skills, shows that 70% of the students said that using the first language
does not help them to improve their spoken English. This finding is in
line with Phillipson (1992: 187) found that those who using first
language were often punished or shamed for doing something wrong.
For the 30% of them who said it can help them to improve their
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speaking, the researcher thought that in this situation they learn how to
speak English by translating the conversation into Arabic and they ask
their teacher to translate every word in the conversation so they can
memorize a new expression that faced them in the conversation. This
way may help the learners use the conversation in an artificial
environment like a classroom but they cannot use it in everyday life.
5. Conclusion and Recommendations
5.1. Conclusion
Based upon these findings from the students’ questionnaire, it can be
concluded that most of the Libyan students who answered the
questionnaire did not like their teachers using their first language. The
students were asked about defining new vocabulary and explaining
difficult concepts by using Arabic; the result was similar responses. As
a result, we can say the students need the first language to be used in
English classrooms from time to time. According to other questions,
the responses about using the first language to explain complex
grammar, to practice using some phrases and expressions, and give
instructions, showed that most of the students supported using the
second language, whereas the others liked Arabic to be used.
In addition, the main finding according to using the first language does
not help the students in learning English and it does not help them to
improve the speaking skills; a high percentage of the responses
supported that using Arabic does not help them to do that. The last
result of the students’ questionnaire is that the majority of the students
supported using the first language does not help them in improving
their speaking and listening skills. Finally, it is obvious from the results
of the findings from the questionnaire it can be found that there are
advantages and disadvantages of using which are presented as follow:
-The advantages of using the students’ mother tongue in teaching
English:

e It is easy for the students to understand a new vocabulary and

the lesson.
e Easy to share the ideas, explain the exercises and to
communicate.
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-The

Easy to control the classroom and give instruction, easy to
attract the students’ attention, and it can help them to
understand the meaning of new words.

disadvantages of using the students’ mother tongue in
teaching English:

Students can not communicate with each other in English.

The students’ speaking skills will not be improved, since they
are not exposed to the second language.

Using the first language will hinder the students in improving
their speaking or listening skills.

Using Arabic will not help the students in pronouncing the
words correctly.

They will not be able to speak good English. Moreover, this will
affect other skills such as reading and listening.

5.2. Some Recommendations concerning with the Results are:

Using Arabic to explain and understand difficult concepts or
ideas.

Using their first language when there is a similarity between the
two languages and when there is no equivalent word or
expression in the second language.

There is a need for further studies to cover more about the
subject. One of these could be research into the reasons behind
the limited resources for teaching English in schools.

Another could be an investigation into English teachers’
training institutions, and how teachers become qualified in
teaching foreign languages to young students.

A further suggestion could be for research into the general
circumstances affecting teaching and learning using their first
language in a non-English speaking environment, and what
might be done to minimise any negative influences.

Another suggestion we have not considered is using the
students’ mother tongue as a wrong way of teaching a second
language, because there are benefits of using it.
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